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BENNINGTON — Mount Anthony wrestling coach Brian
Coon is a firm believer that facing the best competition in New England can only help his team for the biggest
tournaments of the year — states, New Englands and even Nationals. 

  
Against Danbury, the No. 1 team in Connecticut, the Patriots showed that as good as they are, they still have
some things to work on.

  
The Hatters won the first five matches on Monday night and won the annual matchup, 49-22, at Kates Gym.

  
"We had our opportunities, but they got the pins when they needed to and we didn't," Coon said. "Our better
guys won, but their better guys found ways to get pins. In a dual meet, getting pins separates [the teams].
Every match counts."

  
Starting at 106, Kai O'Dell topped Landon Davis with a 12-2 major decision, Odell getting five points in the
third period turning Davis from the top position.

  
At 113, Christian Burdick fought through a scoreless first period against Kevin Pina before Pina turned
Burdick and stuck him at 2:57 to make the score 10-0.

  
Sam Blackman was next at 120 pounds and against Tyler Johnson, No. 2 in Connecticut. Blackman was
taken down early and pinned at 1:00, vaulting the Hatters to a 16-0 lead after three matches.

  
"The first five I thought we could win," said Danbury coach Ricky Shook.

  

Mount Anthony's Gage McLaughlin takes down Danbury's Tyrell Jones during
the 160-pound match on Monday.
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Ryan Jack, a champion at Eastern States this season, earned a forfeit to make it 22-0 before Kyle Hurley
faced off against Kyle Fields at 132 pounds.

  
Fields, the top-ranked wrestler in Class LL (largest schools), scored 10 points in the first period with near-
falls and finished off Hurley at 2:42 to give Danbury a 28-0 lead.

  
"That's where Danbury's strength is, the lower weights," Coon said. "I knew if we could keep it close through
the lower weights, we'd have a shot. I thought we did our job there, but we had a couple of unexpected pins
there."

  
Keenan Taylor got the first win for the Patriots at 138, taking down Logan Kovacs early and then pinning him
1:10 into the contest.

  
With some injuries in the lineup, Coon had to move some guys around. At 145, Logan Sprague wrestled,
falling in 45 seconds to Ben LeBlanc, the No. 2 wrestler at the class.

  
From there, he moved everyone up a weight class with Chris Mayer injured at 182 pounds. This meant that
Keegan Coon wrestled at 152, Gage McLaughlin went at 160, Adam Frost went at 170 and Stephen Brillon
wrestled at 182 pounds.

  
"They weren't going to get out-sized, but those guys weigh about the same so they've been juggled around
all year," Brian Coon said.

  
Coon took a 6-1 lead against Jaylen Hawkins at 152 pounds before cinching a headlock in and pinning at
3:25 to cut the lead to 34-12.

  
A big turning point in the match came at 160 pounds between McLaughlin and Tyrell Jones. McLaughlin got
an early takedown and appeared to have pinned Jones with a cradle, but Jones escaped the hold. 

  
As the first period wound down, McLaughlin was injured as Jones pinned him for a 40-12 lead.

  
"[Tyrell] has been doing that all year, he'll be losing and then pin somebody," Shook said. "He's coming on
strong."

  
The next three Patriots all won their matches, Frost with an 8-0 major decision at 170 over Jesse Patton and
Brillon a 3-0 win over Billy Rojas at 182. Despite the loss, it was after that match that the Hatters clinched the
dual, its first win over Mount Anthony since 2016. It was also the first time Danbury won at Mount Anthony
since January 2005.

  
In one of the better matchups of the night, Sam Wilkins decisioned Montez Osbey at 195 pounds, 5-1.
Wilkins used a pair of takedowns, one in the first period and one in the third to secure the victory.

  
"[Montez] has trouble scoring on Sam, Sam's a New England champ," Shook said. "Both guys put in a lot of
work in the off-season and I knew that could be a difficult one. I hope we see [Sam] at New Englands."

  
In the final two matches, Dakota Blair was pinned at 220 pounds by DJ Donovan and Hayden Gaudette lost
a 5-1 decision to No. 1 ranked Jordan Agosto at heavyweight.

  
"It's always a good match up here, a great atmosphere," Shook said. "It's good for both programs. Even if we
lose, it's the best thing for my program."

  
Mount Anthony is off until Saturday, when they attend the Methuen tournament in Massachusetts. 


