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New Milford wrestlers gearing up for SWC title defense
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New Milford's Mel Ortiz and Masuk's Tore Gambino wrestle for the 126 pound weight class SWC wrestling championship on Saturday, February 11, 2017,
at New Fairfield High School, in New Fairfield, Conn.

The 13 South-West Conference championship banners in the last 16 years are impressive, and the undefeated record
in the conference this regular season is nice, but the New Milford High School wrestlers are not taking anything for
granted as they prepare for Saturday’s SWC championship tournament, which will be held in their home gym.
Because, regardless of their winning tradition and stacked lineup — the Green Wave has four SWC champs back from last
year — they realize that nothing will be handed to them.
“We feel pretty positive about how we’re going to do,” Green Wave senior Mel Ortiz said prior to Thursday’s practice. “We
work hard every day, and we’ve put in a lot of time. I think that’ll pay off in the end.”
There were five other teams with winning dual-meet records in the SWC this season: Barlow, Newtown, Weston, Bethel and
Pomperaug. Whether or not they have enough to take down mighty New Milford remains to be seen, but the Green Wave is
leaving nothing to chance.
“We have a solid group,” New Milford coach Chris Piel said. “The kids know how to wrestle, and if they do their jobs,
hopefully at the end of the night, we’ll be holding the banner. But there are some really tough teams out there that we have to
go through first.”
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The Green Wave will march into battle Saturday with a lot of championship-match experience. Ortiz won the SWC 126pound title last year, while fellow seniors Brandon Leonard won at 113, Colin Lindner won at 120 and Tyler Schultz won at
132. Senior Vincent Rago was the SWC runner-up last year at 145, and senior Kyle Fabich was last year’s SWC runner-up at
170.
Action is set to begin Saturday at 9:30 a.m. in the New Milford High School gym. The finals are scheduled to start at
approximately 5 p.m.
“It’s nice to host it. Especially with the sizable senior class that we have this year, it’ll sure be nice to have it at home,” Piel
said. “A lot of parents will be involved and the program will be involved. Hopefully, our mind set is right and we’re ready to
roll.”
The only other returning SWC champion is Stratford’s Sergio Ferreira, who won the 285-pound title last year. Also back are
last year’s runners-up Evan Rooney (106), Nik Accousti (113), Aaron Occhipinti (132) and Owen Walsh (138) of Newtown,

