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Defending SWC champ Hubina hoping to return to mat
soon

By Jon Chik  Updated 8:51 pm, Wednesday, February 10, 2016

Andy Hubina wasn’t going to let a little thing like a sprained knee stop

him from winning the Ridgefield Challenge championship.

The Newtown senior suffered the injury while competing in a 195-pound

semifinal clash with Russel Kohler of St. Anthony’s, but he went on to capture

that match as well as the championship.

“That’s Andy,” Newtown coach Chris Bray said. “If there were any possible

way that it would be okay for him to wrestle but that there would be risk

involved, Andy would be back out there on the mat by his choice.”
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Newtown’s Andy Hubina, top, battles Danbury’s Marcus Joyner last season.
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In the semifinal, Kohler shot in on Hubina’s leg. Hubina defended the shot, but

he injured his knee.

Although he was in some discomfort, Hubina didn’t think it was anything

significant and he went on to claim a tough 5-4 victory to punch his ticket to

the championship match.

“My knee felt sore after that match but I was able to wrestle through it and win

my finals match,” Hubina said. “It became much more sore the following day.

The title match win — a pin in the second period — was Hubina’s fourth of the

day and it boosted his season mark to 33-1.

Unfortunately, due to the injury, that could also be his final record, but Hubina

isn’t ready to call it a season just yet.

“Rehab is just starting out and I'm taking things day-by-day,” Hubina said. “I

will see how it feels in a few weeks and see if I can make it back in time for the

last few tournaments.”

Hubina made his Ridgefield Tournament wins count, as the Nighthawks took

third place out of 17 and placed first among teams from Connecticut.

“I remember Andy when he was in the Newtown youth program,” New Milford

coach Chris Piel said. “He was a fantastic young man then and nothing’s

changed today. Andy is a great leader not only on the mat, but off as well. He

is an outstanding wrestler, referee, and has become a real student of the

sport.”

Brighter days ahead

Although his senior season hit a roadblock in Ridgefield on Jan. 30, Hubina is

not done wrestling, as he fully anticipates competing in the sport in college for

a Division III team.
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“Andy is far from a rah-rah kind of guy,” Bray said of his captain. “He’s just a

blue collar-type guy and he goes out and does his job. He leads by example

and he’s a good citizen. He’s a good role model for the guys on and off the

mat.”

Hubina plans on majoring in engineering.

“My primary objective when choosing a school is picking an academic

program that matches up with my career goals,” Hubina said. “If I can find a

school that will allow me to do that while continuing my wrestling career, it

would be a best-case scenario. I already have some great options and I'm

looking forward to making a final decision soon.”

In the meantime, Hubina will continue to support his teammates as the

Nighthawks go for their third consecutive Class L championship.

“I think that our team performs at its best at the toughest tournaments,”

Hubina said. “We finished second out of about 70 teams at the Lowell Holiday

Tournament in Massachusetts, and I'm excited to see how we do in State

Opens and New Englands.”

A decorated champion

Hubina has been a vital cog in helping to turn Newtown wrestling team into a

perennial state powerhouse, and the Nighthawks entered this season as the

two-time defending Class L champs.

“He’s in that good core group the past couple years,” Danbury coach Ricky

Shook said. “They’ve been traveling and wrestling together since they were

little. That group stayed together, and that’s why they have a good team right

now.”

In his junior year, Newtown hit the tri-fecta, winning the SWC, Class L and

Open crowns, and Hubina captured the 195 championship in the SWC meet

with a 9-0 major decision victory in the finale.
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The Nighthawks topped runner-up New Milford at the SWC competition, which

was the first time the Green Wave didn’t win it since 2006.

“His work ethic and great attitude will open doors for him for the rest of his

life,” Piel said.

“I would have to say it’s his demeanor and consistency that sets him apart,”

Bray said. “Andy is not a flashy performer; he’s a workman and he’s a

consistent guy. There are no highs, no lows. Andy always has his sight on the

target.”

Whether he can make it back or not, Hubina believes his squad has a chance

of adding some more hardware.

“There are a lot of strong teams this season, but I think we can be in the mix if

everyone wrestles up to their potential in the postseason tournaments,”

Hubina said.

And even though he’s approaching the end of his final high school wrestling

season, Hubina will never forget the moments he shared as he and his

teammates became champions.

“In 2014, outside of our team itself, no one expected us to win LLs,” Hubina

said. “The moment when we realized we had won was very exciting. We knew

we had a great team and it was fun to surprise everyone. Last season our goal

was always to repeat as LL Champs and add a State Open Championship. It

was a great way to end the season with so many seniors on the roster that I

had been wrestling with since I was in elementary school.”
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