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Getting the stage set

By Jason Sonski  Published 9:51 pm, Wednesday, February 3, 2016

BETHEL — There was not much of a challenge waiting for the New

Milford High wrestling team when they stepped into the gym at Bethel

High.

In fact, there have not been many tests the Green Wave did not easily pass

this season on its way to building an undefeated record. The success

continued Wednesday night as New Milford (15-0) rolled to a 75-6 SWC

victory over an undermanned Bethel team, which had to forfeit eight of the 14

matches.

The Wildcats (4-11) have only six wrestlers after injuries whittled the total

down from 10 to start the season. It’s been an uphill battle for first-year

Bethel coach Mike Kaptein, a 2007 Bethel High graduate, especially when you

have to face the No. 2 ranked team in the state in the Green Wave.

New Milford is once again gearing up for a successful postseason run that

will begin in less than two weeks with the SWC tournament. For now, however,

the Green Wave want to finish the regular season strong, including a big test

this Saturday at the New Fairfield Duals.

Awaiting the Green Wave will be a match against SWC rival Newtown and a

possible showdown with top-ranked Danbury.

“It will be a real test for us this weekend,” said New Milford senior Brett

Leonard, who pinned Bethel’s Max Khoshabo in 1:39 during a 160-pound

match. “The guys have been working really hard knowing we have a big week.

This is always the time of the year we want to start peaking and getting ready

for the tournaments.”

New Milford will get plenty of work this weekend, which is exactly what coach
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Chris Piel wants for his team.

“It’s going to be great competition,” said Piel. “You never run from good

competition.”

The Green Wave took five of the six matches wrestled Wednesday night.

Besides Leonard, Colin Lindner (113), Mel Ortiz (120), Tyler Schultz (126) and

CJ Schultz (135) all took home wins on the mat.

The lone win for the Wildcats came from Nick Cote at 220 pounds. Cote

pinned Julian Reza in 1:52.

“It’s been tough,” said Kaptein, who served as an assistant under longtime

Bethel coach Bob Owen. “We just have to improve the numbers. We have good

numbers at the elementary school level, but then it drops off at middle school

and we aren’t getting enough here.”

Kaptein is determined to get the Wildcats competitive again and even to the

level when they were winning SWC titles. Bethel won three out of four SWC

titles beginning in 2000 and were the Class M state champs in 2001.

“We want to get back there,” said Kaptein.

For the Green Wave, getting a shot to knock off some other top teams in the

region will be the next big challenge.
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NEW MILFORD 75, BETHEL 6

145: Bryan Rojas (NM) by forfeit; 152: Cameron Berger (NM) by forfeit; 160:

Brett Leonard (NM) pinned Max Khoshabo, 1:39; 170: Kyle Fabich (NM) by

forfeit; 182: David Angulo (NM) by forfeit; 195: Nick Pellicone (NM) by forfeit;

220: Nick Cote (B) pinned Julian Reza, 1:52; 285: Cameron Governale (NM) by

forfeit; 106: Brandon Leonard (NM) by forfeit; 113: Colin Lindner (NM) dec.
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Jack Lynch, 4-0; 120: Mel Ortiz (NM) pinned Eamon Toland, 1:17; 126: Tyler

Schultz (NM) by forfeit; 132: Evan Colley (NM) pinned Robert Ruiz, 4:45; 135:

CJ Schultz (NM) pinned Nick Marchak, 3:25.

Records: New Milford 15-0, Bethel 4-11.
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