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Danbury remains No. 1 in state coaches' wrestling poll 
New Milford coach Chris Piel said there have been some musings over the years about putting together a wrestling 
tournament that features the state’s top 10 teams. 

It hasn’t happened yet, but the New Fairfield duals on Saturday are going to be pretty close. 

Danbury, the undisputed No. 1 team again in The Bulletin’s state high school wrestling coaches’ poll will be on hand. 
Also involved will be the undisputed No. 2 team, New Milford, No. 5 Bristol Eastern and No. 8 New Fairfield. 
Defending State Open champion Newtown, currently sitting just outside the top 10, will also be there. 

“We like wrestling Danbury in a dual meet,” Piel said. “They are our next door neighbors and we’re one and two in 
the state. I like (Danbury coach) Ricky (Shook) and it’s fun for us.” 

It’s also the only time the two will meet in a dual format and both come in undefeated; Danbury has won its first 14 
matches while New Milford is 12-0. 

Piel feels the Hatters might be a little tougher in the heavier weights, but the Green Wave match up pretty well with 
Danbury down low. 

The next time the two will see each other will be in the State Open championship. Danbury is a Class LL team while 
New Milford is the defending Class L champ. 

“I don’t know if this is a warm-up for the states,” Piel said. “I think it’s a good test to see where we are at. I’m a glass 
half-full kind of guy, I want to know where we lack. I don’t care if we finish undefeated. I just want us to be healthy 
and mentally prepared for the postseason.” 

Bristol Eastern will also be a test. 

The Lancers defeated both Fairfield Warde and Ledyard this past weekend to move up in the poll from No. 8 to No. 5. 

Bristol Eastern is also in Class L as is No. 4 Middletown, which has come from outside the top 10 in the preseason 
poll to inside the top five. 

“Fairfield Ludlowe and East Hartford are tough, too,. There is no banner on our wall yet,” Piel said. 

Undefeated Windham (16-0) has moved into the top three. 

The Whippets also have a difficult match this week when they travel to No. 10 Ledyard on Wednesday for an Eastern 
Connecticut Conference non-divisional match. 

Whippets coach Pat Risley was happy to see his team remain undefeated after wins over Killingly and Rocky Hill on 
Saturday, but the road ahead is still long. 

“We’re not even close to where we want to be,” Risley said. “We’re in a good position, don’t get me wrong, but I still 
see there’s still room for a lot of improvement. Our sophomores at 120 and 126 (pounds) (Alejandro Garcia and 
Sebastian Stultz) are only going to get better and we’re going to keep pushing those two guys to do something special 
for us at the end. Victor Garcia is the same way. So I see guys with a lot of growth yet to go.” 
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The biggest slider this week was Fairfield Warde. 

After losses to both Danbury and Bristol Eastern, Warde slipped from third to sixth while Trumbull, despite a first-
place finish in the Connecticut Challenge at Southington over the weekend, slipped from fifth to seventh. 

  

Wrestling pollThe Bulletin’s H.S. state coaches’ pollFirst-place votes in parentheses, followed by total votes and last week’s ranking. 
Votes tabulated on a 20-18-16-14-12-11-10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2 basis:Team Points Last week1. Danbury (16) 320 12. New Milford 288 23. 
Windham 215 44. Middletown 202 65. Bristol Eastern 200 86. Fairfield Warde 190 37. Trumbull 186 58. New Fairfield 154 79. Foran 
114 1010. Ledyard 105 9Dropped out: None.Also receiving votes: Newtown 86; Fairfield Ludlowe 46, Ellis Tech 36, Southington 36; 
Montville 35, Xavier 16, Guilford 14; Daniel Hand 9; Simsbury 8; East Hartford 8; Bristol Central 5; Shelton 4; Killingly 3, Platt 2. 
Coaches voting: Matt Boissoneault (Bristol Central); Ricky Shook (Danbury); Joe Vano (Darien); Rafael Calixto (Ellis Tech); Jason 
Shaughnessy (Fairfield Warde); Eric Misko (Farmington);Matt Schoonmaker (Jonathan Law); Steve Bilheimer (Ledyard); Paul Gallo 
(New Canaan); Chris Piel (New Milford); Chris Bray (Newtown); Brian McCarty (Platt); Niko Filippakis (Trumbull); Chris Gamble 
(Waterford); Pat Risley (Windham); Mike Cunningham (Xavier). 
http://www.norwichbulletin.com/article/20160201/SPORTS/160209940 
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