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Danbury wrestlers dominate Trumbull 
By Jon Chik Updated 11:51 pm, Wednesday, January 13, 2016  

 
 

Trumbull’s Adam Giammattei, left, tries to break the hold of Danbury’s Peterson Souza during their 132-pound wrestling match Wednesday at 
Danbury High School. Photo: Scott Mullin / For Hearst Connecticut Media / The News-Times Freelance 
Photo: Scott Mullin / For Hearst Connecticut Media 
 
DANBURY — Trumbull was supposed to be one of Danbury’s biggest challengers on the wrestling mat. 
 
The Eagles, ranked No. 4 in the state coaches’ poll, may prove to be tough in the long run, but 
Wednesday evening at Danbury High School soundly belonged to the No. 1 ranked Hatters, who won 12 
out of 14 matches to claim a 55-7 FCIAC victory. 
 
“We won all the close ones,” Danbury coach Rick Shook said. “They’re a good team. It was a good 
showing by us and we’re on our way.” 
 
In the first match of the night, Danbury’s Matt Adam set the tone in the 182 class, scoring a thunderous 
takedown that seemed to shake the gymnasium and pinning his opponent just seconds later and only 
1:06 into the match. 
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“Matt Adam was back from injury and he was ready to go,” Shook said. “He’s a pinner. Benny LeBlanc is 
a freshman and he got it done when he needed to. Camacho-Haviland was a good match; those are two 
New England-caliber kids.” 
 
Danbury’s Andrew Marquis continued the fast start for the Hatters in the second match, dominating 
from the get-go and scoring a 16-0 technical fall. 
 
“I was feeling good,” Marquis said. “Just wrestling hard from the start and scoring as many points as you 
can. We wrestled really well and the team is coming together. We have a lot of solid people in every 
weight class.” 
 
Trumbull got its first of two wins in the fourth match, as 285-pounder Desmond Washington outlasted 
Michael Gaboardi 3-2. Tied 1-1 going into the third period, Washington scored an early takedown to go 
up 3-1. Gaboardi notched an escape late in the match, but Washignton held on for the win. 
 
While he acknowledged that Danbury was undoubtedly the better team on the night, Trumbull coach 
Niko Filippakis believes his squad wasn’t as far behind the Hatters as the score would suggest. 
 
“They were way better than us today,” said Filippakis, whose team suffered its first loss against a 
Connecticut team. “We came up short on each and every one of the close matches. I don’t think the 
final score was indicative of how we wrestled, but they’re a well-coached team and the kids are tough.” 
 
Trumbull’s only other win came in the final match of the evening, as Joey Ryan scored an 11-2 victory. 
 
“They handed us a nice solid (butt) whooping and I think our kids needed it,” Filippakis said. “Desmond 
did very well. I think Matty Ryan at 106 did outstanding. And Tristan Haviland at 113 wrestled well. And 
then Mirmina wrestled pretty well at 126.” 
 
The match of the night arguably went to Danbury’s Ben LeBlanc and Trumbull’s Matt Ryan, who battled 
into triple overtime. An escape in the second overtime period allowed LeBlanc to claim the 3-2 victory. 
 
“I was tired, but I just kept pushing through,” LeBlanc said. “We work hard in practice and that helped 
my stamina. We’re really good all around. We have a solid team from six (106) to heavyweight.” 
 
Danbury’s Joey Hulse trailed 2-1 going into the third period at 126, but he scored three points to take a 
4-2 advantage and nailed down the pin with just 27 seconds remaining. 
 
“I knew he wasn’t going to hold me down, so I wasn’t too worried after he got the first takedown,” 
Hulse said. “I just had to dig deep and find a way to win.” 
 
Also notching pins for the Hatters were Kyle Fields at 120, Peterson Souza at 132 and Jarek Laplant at 
152 for a meet total of five. 
 
“It shows a lot,” Hulse said. “It shows that our team has depth. We came up and basically blew them out 
of the water. We’re feeling good. We’ll keep working hard.” 
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DANBURY 55, TRUMBULL 7 
182: Matt Adam (D) pinned Brett Nutler 1:06; 195: Andrew Marquis (D) tech. fall Matt Alegi 16-0; 220: 
Solomon James (D) dec. Michael Maresca 11-4; 285: Desmond Washington (T) dec. Michael Gaboardi 3-
2; 106: Ben LeBlanc (D) pinned Matt Ryan 3-2 (3OT); 113: Jakob Camacho (D) dec. Tristan Haviland 4-2; 
120: Kyle Fields (D) pinned Alex Greco :43; 126: Joey Hulse (D) pinned Michael Mirmina 5:33; 132: 
Peterson Souza (D) pinned Adam Giammattei 3:19; 138: Jeremy Fields (D) dec. Dante Montanaro 6-2; 
145: Justin Peterson (D) major dec. Brian Wallace 13-0; 152: Jerek Laplant (D) pinned Mike Greco 1:29; 
160: Gino Baratta (D) major dec. Chris Briganti 13-3; 170: Joey Ryan (T) major dec. Jake Constantine 11-2. 
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