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There were few changes at the top of The Bulletin’s state high school wrestling coaches’ poll this week. 
But that could change soon because several top teams are scheduled to match-up in dual meets this 
week. 

Danbury remains on top with all but one first-place vote. 

But the Hatters are in for a bit of a challenge on Wednesday when the only other team with a first-place 
vote, Trumbull, pays a visit. 

Trumbull was tied with Fairfield-Warde for the third spot in the poll a week ago, but slipped to fourth after 
losing a couple of matches in New York over the weekend. Fairfield-Warde beat in-town rival, Fairfield-
Ludlowe, in a dual match and came out ahead of Ludlowe again in the Warde Invitational on Saturday 
where the two team Fairfield clubs finished first and second. 

New Milford remains solidly entrenched in the No. 2 slot, 38 points behind Danbury, but could gain a bit of 
respect should it do well at Newtown on Wednesday. 

The Nighthawks started the season at the top of the poll, slipped to fifth last week and continued to 
descend. Last year’s No. 1 club is now ninth in the poll after it finished fifth in the Greater Hartford 
Invitational on Saturday. 

Windham got a little boost from that tournament. 

The Whippets finished just five points behind Southington in the Invitational and moved up to seventh just 
behind No. 5 New Fairfield and No. 6 Foran. 

Windham coach Pat Risley also saw his team raise its dual meet record to 11-0 with a win over Waterford 
last week. 

Not bad for a club that lost nine seniors from last season. 

“I did not know what this club was going to do,” Risley said. “I thought we had the potential to be a strong 
team. We had a nucleus of five or six strong wrestlers, but we’re bringing JV kids up to the varsity level 
and we didn’t know.” 

So far, the youngsters have answered the bell. 

Risley is just hoping that they aren’t only answering the bell on the mat, but get into the classroom as well. 

The bane of a winter coach’s existence, mid-terms, are about to get underway. 
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“We have to stay out of trouble and the marking period closes in about a week so we have to see how we 
survive that. We always have our challenges,” Risley said. “If we have the group that we put on the mat 
(against Waterford) in February — I think I’m going to feel pretty good. Class S will be tough. Killingly and 
Montville will be in the mix and I think it’s going to be an All-(Eastern Connecticut Conference) affair in 
Class S with those three schools.” 

Bristol Eastern, Newtown and Middletown complete the top 10 this week. 

Ledyard, despite a 5-0 week, slipped out of the top 10 to No. 11. 

Ellis Tech, which beat Bristol Central and Guilford this past weekend, continued its rise and is just outside 
the top 10. 

Ellis Tech has a challenge this week when it welcomes Foran, Waterford and New London to Danielson. 
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