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Three Danbury High School athletes are signing national letters of intent to play sports in college, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2013, in Danbury, 

Conn. They are photographed with their coaches, from left, Rebecca Gartner with soccer coach Jessica Halas, Kevin Jack, 17, with 

wrestling coach Ricky Shook and Rachel Gartner, 17, with girls basketball coach, Jackie DiNardo. Photo: Carol Kaliff | Buy This Photo 

DANBURY -- The principal's office at Danbury High School was briefly overtaken by Stadley 

Rough Elementary School Tuesday morning, when three former Stallions -- representing a 

"dynasty" on the hardwood, as one of them put it -- inked their futures with Division I 

college athletic programs. 

 

Kevin Jack, a standout wrestler, and Rachel and Rebecca Gartner, perhaps the school's most 

accomplished multi-sport stars (certainly of the twin variety), were kindergarten friends and 

later co-ed basketball teammates. They were linked again by a ceremonial signing of their 

National Letter of Intent Tuesday, with all three set to represent the Stallions and the 

Hatters at the highest collegiate level in the fall of 2014: Jack with the wrestling program at 

North Carolina State University; Rachel with the basketball program at Boston College; and 



Rebecca with the soccer program at the University of Central Florida, with whom she has a 

verbal commitment in place until a formal agreement can be reached during next February's 

signing period. 

 

"These are major Division I athletes," Athletic Director Chip Salvestrini told those in 

attendance in Principal Gary W. Boccacio's office. "We're very proud of them, and we wish 

them the best." 

 

Also in attendance were Hatters girls soccer coach Jessica Halas, Hatters girls basketball 

coach Jackie DiNardo, Hatters wrestling coach Ricky Shook, and Jack's parents, Keith 

and Sue. 

 

"It felt great (to officially sign last Wednesday)," said Rachel, who led last year's FCIAC 

champion girls basketball team in scoring (12.8 points per game) and assists (4). "I got a 

text from my coach saying they were excited to have me next year. 

"I'm happy for (Rebecca) that she found a school she loves and she's happy for me," 

she added. 

Teammates for so long, with Danbury teams and with various outside programs, the 

Gartners said they plan to keep in touch via FaceTime, an iPhone app for video chatting. 

Rebecca, an All-State goalkeeper with the Hatters, had been deciding whether to play 

basketball or soccer at the next level when she found a fit with Central Florida. 

"We've been training really hard and it's finally been rewarded," Rebecca said, adding, "I 

think it's good for us to separate a little bit, but we'll be able to keep in touch with 

our iPhones." 

Jack, who recently became the first Connecticut wrestler to twice place in the national Super 

32 tournament, drew interest from several schools. His interest in NC State started with the 

Wolf Pack's second-year coach, Pat Popolizio, who previously built a winner at Binghamton 

University. 

 

"It's a new coach and I've known him for a couple years now," said Jack, a two-time All-

American and the reigning New England champion at 120 pounds. "I want to be part of the 

program, the rebuilding and everything." 

A friendly rivalry between Jack and the Gartners dates back more than a decade, making 

Tuesday's signing a sweet, sometimes funny, trip down memory lane. 



"I remember when we were little, we used to get mad at Kevin for always stealing the soccer 

ball and throwing the wall ball on top of the building," Rebecca said, laughing. "He was a 

bully back then." 


