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VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- Four local high school wrestlers earned All-America honors this weekend

at the High School National Wrestling Championships.

Danbury High's Johnny Garcia and Kevin Jack and New Fairfield High's Andrew D'Amico and

Taylor Shay were all crowned All-Americans for their efforts.

Garcia placed second in the 160-pound class in the Sophomore Nationals. He won four straight

matches, two by pin, to advance to the championship match, where he lost a 5-2 decision to

Benjamin Schram of Ohio.

Jack placed fourth in the 120-pound class at the Junior Nationals. He won three straight matches,

including one by pin and one overtime decision, before being knocked into the consolation bracket.

He then won three more matches, all by decision and one in overtime, to advance to the consolation

final, where he lost a 1-0 decision to James Flint of Florida.

At the Freshman Nationals, meanwhile, Shay placed third in the 120-pound class and D'Amico

finished sixth in the 160-pound class. Shay won his first two matches before being knocked into the

consolation bracket. He then won five straight matches, including a 7-0 decision over Brady Ford of

New Jersey in the consolation final. D'Amico posted a 2-3 record, including a 4-3 decision loss to

Eliias Vega of New Jersey in the fifth-place match.

Quite an impressive group of local wrestlers competed at the nationals.

At the Freshman Nationals, Justin Peterson of Danbury posted a 2-2 record at 113; and Bryan Rojas

of New Milford went 1-2 at 126.

At the Sophomore Nationals, Kyle Lindner of New Milford went 1-2 at 106; Paulo Freitas of Danbury

went 0-2 at 106; and Zachary Arnold of New Milford went 2-2 at 132.

At the Junior Nationals, Halim Bourjeili of New Milford went 2-2 at 106; Niko Stefanatos of New

Milford went 1-2 at 126; Steven Beckham of Danbury went 1-2 at 132; and Raymond Nunez of

Danbury went 0-2 at 152.

At the Senior Nationals, Zach Tepper of Danbury went 2-2 at 126; and Mikey Amorando of New

Fairfield went 2-2 at 160.
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