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Danbury again tops Class LL wrestling
David Fierro

Updated 10:46 pm, Saturday, February 16, 2013

 

TRUMBULL -- After a two-year hiatus, Danbury is back on top of the Class LL wrestling mountain.

Not about to let the Class LL title elude their grasp this year, the Hatters had a stronghold on the

championship throughout the two-day tournament and wasn't about to let go.

Boasting two weight class champions and four finalists, Danbury won the LL championship,

amassing a team score of 215.5 points Saturday before a large crowd at Trumbull High School.

Trumbull had an outstanding meet, placing second with a score of 172, followed by South Windsor

(160), Simsbury (159) and Xavier (147).

Westhill placed 10th (86.5), Newtown was 11th (83), Ridgefield placed 18th (55), Brien McMahon

was 19th and Greenwich finished 20th (53).

Kevin Jack (120), and Juan Garcia (160) each won their respective weight class titles for Danbury,

which has won 15 of the last 17 LL team championships.

"It's nice to get the title back, especially after what happened the last two years," Jack said. "We have

been mentally ready to go after this title all season. After winning for so many years and then not

winning it the last two years, we really wanted to take it this year."

Jack improved to 34-0 on the season in winning the 120-pound title by defeating Simsbury's

Benjamin Durst by pinfall in 3:59.

"In the LL yournament, every match is tough, so you have to be prepared to face the best," Jack said.

"We have been working hard in the practice room all year for this."

Cross Cannone paced Trumbull, winning the 113-pound title by taking a 3-1 decision against South

Windsor's Justin Healey.

"Winning this title feels great, I can't believe it," Cannone said. "He (Healey) is a great wrestler, so I

knew that every second of the match was going to be tough for me. I kept looking over to coach

during the match and he kept me going and really motivated me. Our team really did great tonight."

Trumbull's Brandon Licinsky made a strong showing in the 126-pound class, advancing to the finals,

where he lost to Southington's Nathan Solomon.

"I'm very pleased with what I saw from our guys tonight," Trumbull coach Niko Filippakis said. "I

couldn't have asked for more than the effort the team gave tonight. Win, lose or draw all I ask is that

they wrestle hard and they sure did."
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Fairfield Prep's Connor Ward lost a 10-2 decision to Sam Odell of South Windsor in the 152-pound

final while Danbury's Juan Garcia pinned Trumbull's Brandon Fulco in the 160-pound title bout.

"All season long we've been focused on winning this title," Garcia said. "To accomplish our goal feels

wonderful because we're worked so hard to reach it. Now we're ready to see what we can do at the

State Open."

Danbury's Zach Tepper was edged by Favion Williams of Weaver/Hartford Public 6-5, in the 138-

pound final, and Shane Jennings of the Hatters was pinned by South Windsor's Casey Mitchell in the

145-pound championship match.

Westhill was sparked by a third-place finish from Nick Jimenez in the 152-pound class. After winning

his first match of the tournament by pinfall in 2:35, Jimenez was edged by Trumbull's David Briganti

6-3 in the semifinals. Jimenez then won four consecutive matches in the consolation bracket to

capture a third-place finish.

His final victory was an 11-3 decision against Kevin Crosen from Glastonbury.

"I really would have rather have been in the championship match, but I'm happy with a third-place

finish," Jimenez said. "Competing in the State Open gives me a second chance to win a

championship. I'm going into the Open with a lot of determination."

Vikings freshman Matt Conte continued to wrestle well beyond his years. Conte placed fourth in the

106-pound class, winning an 11-2 decision against Southington's Zachary Murrillo to get to the

third/fourth place match. He advanced to the semifinals, where he fell to Paolo Freitas of Danbury,

5-0.

"I just went out there with the mindset of having fun," Conte said. "Getting to the Open was all that

mattered to me. This was my first LL appearance, so I think it loosened me up and got me ready for

the State Open."

Greenwich's best finishes came from senior captains Mark Chien and Mike Gestal. Chien went 4-2 in

the 106-pound weight class, good for a fifth-place finish and a spot in next week's CIAC State Open.

Chien won a 5-3 decision over Zachary Murrillo of Southington in the fifth-place match.

"It feels great to finish in the top five," Chien said. "It's a little bittersweet, because my goal was to

win a state championship. But coach always tells us to wrestle tough in the wrestle-backs and that's

what I did."

Chien is looking forward to making his mark at the State Open.

"I'm very excited for it," he said. "This is what I've been working toward the past four years, so I'm

anticipating having a great experience there."

Gestal pinned Ridgefield's Matthew Sesto in 36 seconds to earn a fifth-place finish in the 170-pound

class and a berth in the Open. Gestal won three of his five matches in the tournament.

http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Sam+Odell%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Zach+Tepper%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Favion+Williams%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Shane+Jennings%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Casey+Mitchell%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Nick+Jimenez%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22David+Briganti+6%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Matt+Conte%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Zachary+Murrillo%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Paolo+Freitas%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Mark+Chien%22
http://www.newstimes.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=highschool&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Matthew+Sesto%22


2/17/13 Danbury again tops Class LL wrestling - NewsTimes

www.newstimes.com/highschool/article/Danbury-again-tops-Class-LL-wrestling-4285187.php 3/4

"Mark proved that hard work really pays off," GHS coach George Albano said. "I'm very happy to see

him go to the State Open."

Senior Grant Cucchissi (182) and junior Jack Benenson (120) also placed among the top eight in

their respective classes for the Cardinals, falling just one win short of a fifth-place finish.

"It was a great tournament for us and about what I expected from our team," Albano said. "After

losing last week's FCIAC meet (due to inclement weather), we showed up prepared and determined.

Our guys wrestled some great matches."

david.fierro@scni.com; 203-625-4423

Class LL Championships

at Trumbull

Team scores: 1. Danbury 215.5; 2. Trumbull 172; 3. South Windsor 160; 4. Simsbury 159; 5. Xavier

147; 6. Southington 144; 7. Glastonbury 132; 8. Manchester 104; 9. NFA 89.5; 10. Westhill 86.5; 11.

Newtown 83; 12. Hall 79; 13. New Britain 76; 14. Cheshire 67; 15. Weaver/Hartford Public 66; 16.

Fairfield Prep 60.5; 17. Shelton 55; 18. (tie) Ridgefield and McMahon 54; 20. Greenwich 53; 21. New

Haven 29; 22. (tie) Staples and Stamford 27; 24. (tie) East Hartford and Amity 22; Platt Tech/West

Haven 13; 26. Central 3.

Individual results

Championship match results and regional finishers among top six

106: championship: Joseph Rossetti (Glastonbury) pinned Luca Crudo (Newtown) 48 seconds; third:

Paulo Freitas (Danbury) dec. Matt Conte (Westhill) 5-0; fifth: Mark Chien (Greenwich) dec. Zachary

Murrillo (Southington) 5-3; 113: championship: Cross Cannone (Trumbull) dec. Justin Healey

(South Windsor) 3-1; third: Chris Bryant (Danbury) dec. Michael Turovac (Glastonbury) 5-3; fifth:

Ryan Jurewicz (Manchester) dec. Jose Marroquin (Stamford) 3-1; 120: championship: Kevin Jack

(Danbury) pinned Benjamin Durst (Simsbury) 3:59; third: James Hicks (Manchester) dec. Kevin Side

(Ridgefield) 2-1; 126: championship: Nathan Solomon (Southington) dec. Brandon Liscinsky

(Trumbull) 1-0; fifth: Jeremy Sherman (Staples) dec. Matthew Philbin (Ridgefield) 7-2; 132:

championship: Geovanni Medina (New Britain) dec. Max Odell (South Windsor) 7-2; third: Matt

Fields (Danbury) dec. Kevin Cecio (Trumbull) 6-2; fifth: Jacob Cervero (Cheshire) dec. Jeff Glover

(Westhill) 9-6; 138: championship: Faivon Williams (Weaver/Hartford Public) dec. Zach Tepper

(Danbury) 6-5; fifth: John Depasquale (Simsbury) dec. James Leuci (Newtown) 5-2; 145:

championship: Casey Mitchell (South Windsor) pinned Shane Jennings (Danbury) 3:49; 152:

championship: Sam Odell (South Windsor) dec. Conor Ward (Fairfield Prep) 10-2; third: Nick

Jimenez (Westhill) dec. Kevin Crosen (Glastonbury) 11-3; fifth: Brendan Butler (Xavier) dec. David

Briganti (Trumbull) 7-1; 160: championship: Juan Garcia (Danbury) pinned Brandon Fulco

(Trumbull) 1:18; fifth: Liam Cummings (Shelton) dec. Martin Chobanyan (Westhill) 5-4; 170:

championship: Elliot Antler (Xavier) pinned Dylan Krivickas (New Britain) 2:37; third: Forrest Speed
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(Newtown) pinned Tim Douthit (Trumbull) 2:12; fifth: Michael Gestal (Greenwich) pinned Michael

Sesto (Ridgefield) 36 seconds; 182: championship: Brian Donovan (Manchester) dec. William Janes

(Cheshire) 3-2; fifth: Mackenzie Thompson (Shelton) dec. Brandon Molnar (Simsbury) 5-1; 195:

championship: Zachary Maxwell (Southington) pinned Thomas Anderson (South Windsor) 3:57;

fifth: Erik Mercado (Trumbull) dec. Jose Rivera (McMahon) 8-0; 220: championship: Andrew

Cavanna (Glastonbury) dec. Bradley Helmkamp (Simsbury) 7-1; third: Tristan Jakobson (Danbury)

dec. Chidiebere Broderick (Xavier) 5-2; fifth: Noel Cardona (Manchester) dec. John Miolene

(Trumbull) 8-7; 285: championship: Tobias Lichtenstein (Hall) dec. Chris Kaljulaid (Simsbury) 2-1;

third: Nicholas Crowle (Fairfield Prep) pinned Andrew Starr (McMahon) 1:13.

Fastest fall winner: Nicholas Crowle, Fairfield Prep, 285 pounds, four pins in 6:26
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