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New Milford captures Class L wrestling

crown
John Nestor

Updated 10:59 pm, Saturday, February 16, 2013

BRISTOL -- New Milford High School wrestling coach Chris Piel started the season with a young

team that he thought could surprise some people. On Saturday night they surprised even him.

With four finalists and state title winners Kyle Linder and Robert Tozzi, the Green Wave captured the

Class L state wrestling crown at Bristol Central High School.

Tozzi sealed the deal with his win at 220-pounds and New Milford finished with 192.5 points.

Fairfield Warde was the runner-up with 189 points and Farmington took third with 186 points.

Newington (165) and Daniel Hand (150.5) rounded out the top five.

Warde got individual title wins from Charles Kane at 126 and Amed Hourani at 285.

The Green Wave won this title with nearly an entirely new team. A total of 14 wrestlers graduated

from last season's squad and 10 wrestlers in this season's starting lineup were first year varsity

wrestlers.

"It's amazing, I am speechless," Piel said. "I told people at the beginning of the season we could

surprise some people and the heart and desite these kids showed was unbelievable. They surprised

even me tonight."

Tozzi won the title at 220 and also clinched the team title for the Green Wave with his 3-2 victory

over Travis Salois of RHAM. It was a sweet win for the senior captain who didn't even take up

wrestling until he was a freshman.

"He knew it was down to him and he went out and did a great job," Piel said. "The last match, with

all that riding on it and to go out and win it in style. What at awesome job."

Tozzi took a 3-0 lead into the third period and held on in a tough match.

"I'm on top of the world, it's hard to explain what a great feeling it is right now," Tozzi said. "Last

year I didn't even place here. It's great. As soon as I started wrestling I got hooked. You can

accomplsih so many things."

The Green Wave started their march toward the team title with finalists in the first two matches of

the night.

Halim Bourjeli advanced to the finals at 106-pounds before dropping a 6-3 decision to Matthew Elias

of Hand High.

Elias took a 4-1 lead with a take down and two back points. Elias sealed the deal with a reversal from
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the bottom in the third period and Bourjeli was only able to close within 6-3 with a point for an

escape late in the match.

Linder was up next for the Green Wave at 113-pounds and he pulled away from East Lyme's Kareem

Small in the second period and went on to win the state championship with a 12-8 decision.

Linder and Small started trading points from the get go as Small got a takedown and another after an

escape by Linder to take a 4-1 lead. Linder reversed before the end of the period to cut Small's lead to

4-3 after the first period.

In the second period Linder got a point for an escape to tie and then took control. After a stalemate

call the wrestlers were back to standing and Linder took a shot and got in on Small and recorded a

double-leg takedown. Linder worked it for three back points to take a 9-4 lead after the second period.

Small got within 9-6 in the third with a reversal but Linder padded his lead with an escape and

recorded a huge takedown with 38 seconds left to take a 12-6 lead. Small scored two points late but it

was not enough as the Green Wave sophomore won his first state title.

"It was a tough match but I thought going in I could do it," Linder said. "When I got the takedown

in the second period, I could sense he was down a bit and getting tired and I felt like I wore him

down as the match went on."

Kameron Bradshaw made the finals at 152 for New Milford but lost, 6-0, to Lucas Muntz from

Conard of West Hartford.

CLASS L CHAMPIONSHIPS

at Bristol Central

Team scores: 1. New Milford 192.5, 2. Fairfield Warde 189, 3. Farmington 186, 4. Newington 165, 5.

Hand 150.5, 6. Bristol Central 118.5, 7. Bristol Eastern 105, 8. Fairfield Ludlowe 102, 9. Middletown

99, 10. Pomperaug 83, 11. Conard 80, 12. Wethersfield 70.5, 13. Immaculate/Barlow 70, 14. Maloney

66.5, 15. Norwalk 57.5, 16. Windsor 50, 17. New Canaan 41, 18. RHAM 39, 19. Wilton 37, 20. Masuk

36, 21. (tie) E.O. Smith and East Lyme 35, 23. Fitch 31, 24. Harding 10, 25. Darien 6, 26. Kennedy 4.

Individual results

Championship match results and regional finishers among top six

106: championship: Matthew Elias (Hand) dec. Halim Bourjeli (New Milford) 6-3; third: Joshua

Wilson (Bristol Eastern) dec. George Wales (Fairfield Ludlowe) 6-4; 113: championship: Kyle Lindner

(New Milford) dec. Kareem Small (East Lyme) 12-8; third: Ben Batulanon (Fairfield Ludlowe) dec.

Justin Griffin (Pomperaug) 9-3; 120: championship: Brian Amato (Newington) dec. Dan Ebert

(Fairfield Warde) 2-1; third: Bryan Rojas (New Milford) pinned George Sticca (Farmington) 3:20;

fifth: Frankie Hogan (New Canaan) dec. Daniel Walsh (Conard) 7-3; 126: championship: Charles

Kane (Fairfield Warde) dec. Peyton Soucy (Bristol Eastern) 6-3; third: Emmet Lacastri
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(Immaculate/Barlow) dec. Niko Stefanatos (New Milford) 6-3; fifth: Kevin Hall (New Canaan) dec.

Brendan Zotti (Newington) 5-3; 132: championship: Tyler Burrow (Bristol Central) maj. dec. Garrett

Hastings (Farmington) 13-4; third: Pharoah Eaton (Fairfield Warde) pinned Nathan Roy

(Middletown) 2:10; 138: championship: Christian Zotti (Newington) dec. Dylan Bender (Fairfield

Warde) 2-1; third: Evan Reisch (Norwalk) maj. dec. Eric Gadski (Pomperaug) 9-1; fifth: Brett

Leonard (New Milford) pinned Jordan Nadimi (Bristol Central) 4:20; 145: championship: Ryan

Rigney (Farmington) dec. Philip Neamontis (Fairfield Warde) 2-1; third: Kenny Philipson (New

Canaan) dec. Andrew Sakamoto (Wilton) 3-0; fifth: Louis Alhage (New Milford) dec. Nick Civitello

(Pomperaug) 2-1; 152: championship: Lucas Muntz (Conard) dec. Kameron Bradshaw (New

Milford) 6-0; third: Anthony Ryan (Pomperaug) dec. Jacob Grasis (Middletown) 1-0; 160:

championship: Benjamin Onofrio (Hand) dec. Cody Carrillo (Middletown) 5-2; third: Jordan Kenyon

(Fitch) maj. dec. Otton Velez (Masuk) 9-1; fifth: Michael Calo (Pomperaug) dec. Glenn Pierce

(Bristol Central) 7-4; 170: championship: Christopher Chorzepa (Newington) maj. dec. Thomas

Anania (Fairfield Warde) 18-8; 182: championship: Jimmy McDunnah (Wethersfield) dec. Kevin

Wivell (Hand) 3-2; third: Gino Rafaniello (Bristol Central) won by forfeit over Nery Ceron

(Norwalk); fifth: Michael Berlandy (Farmington) pinned Ben Brzoski (Fairfield Ludlowe) 2:45; 195:

championship: Steven Ghossaini (Immaculate/Barlow) dec. Cy McIntosh (Bristol Central) 3-1; fifth:

Salvatore Longo (Masuk) maj. dec. Thomas McIlveen (New Milford) 14-2; 220: championship:

Robert Tozzi (New Milford) dec. Travis Salois (RHAM) 3-2; 285: championship: Amed Hourani

(Fairfield Warde) dec. Brandon Marquis (Farmington) 7-3.
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