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NORWALK -- Michaela SantaLucia is used to spurring on McMahon.

The junior, niece of McMahon wrestling coach Joe SantaLucia, is a cheerleader for the Senators. But
instead of firing up the team from the sidelines, she got her team going on the mat.

Her pin at 113 pounds started a string of four straight pins to snap a 25-25 tie and lead the Senators to
a 49-25 victory over city rival Norwalk on Wednesday night in front of a packed house at the Scarso
Gymnasium.

"I was just trying to go as hard as I possibly could to do it for my team to win," said Michaela, whose
father Jamie was a standout wrestler at McMahon in the mid-to-late 80s. "I think I hyped everyone up
to win."

She did help hype up her teammates to come away with the victory, which was the eighth straight win
by the Senators (5-2) over the Bears (1-8) for the Norwalk Cup, given to the winner of the annual
matchup.

Joe SantaLucia said Michaela's win was a turning point in the match.

"As soon as she won, that was huge," he said. "If they get six (points), now all of a sudden it's a battle
back and forth."

The match couldn't have started any better for the Bears, who jumped out to a 22-9 lead after the first
six bouts.

Evan Reisch continued his winning ways with a pin of Taso Kehagias in 54 seconds at 138. Reisch
improved his personal record to 12-1 overall.

Jimmy McInerney pinned Junior Sierra, who was starting in place of Jimmy Capone (cauliflower ear),
in 41 seconds at 145 and Matt Deering, who was back from injury, emerged with an 18-6 major
decision at 152 to give Norwalk a 16-0 lead.

"They (McMahon) won the big matches, the swing matches, that they needed to win and we didn't,"
Norwalk head coach Job Fernandez said. "We didn't execute with the opportunities that we had and
they did. That's what it boils down to."

Joe Luzuriaga outlasted Jose Cleves with a 19-13 decision at 160 to put the Senators on the board.

"That was a big win, especially at that point in the match," coach SantaLucia said of Luzuriaga's win.

McMahon senior captain Jose Rodriguez raised his record to 12-4 with a pin of Victor Palacios in 1:56
at 170 to cut the Bears' lead to 16-9.
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Nery Ceron, one of Norwalk's senior captains, had a successful return to the lineup following a
concussion with a pin in 17 seconds over Jose Mandujano at 182.

"I was antsy to get back in action," said Ceron, a junior who advanced to the State Open last season.
"First match, first win. It felt pretty good."

The Senators took the next three matches to go ahead 25-22.

Jose Rivera pinned Carlos Leon in 2:28 at 195, Zak Holder scored a 15-2 major decision over Matt
Baker at 220 and Andrew Starr (10-3 record) pinned Bryan Garcia in 1:57 at 285.

Starr's older brother Jeff, a former standout wrestler for the Senators who plays football at the
University of San Diego, was on hand to cheer on his younger brother.

Luke Schwartz scored the last of the points for the Bears with a 6-1 decision over George Gallagher at
106 to tie the match, 25-25.

Michaela, who is in her third year wrestling and has a 2-3 varsity record, came out aggressive against
Matt Wasserman to earn a pin in 34 seconds and give McMahon a 31-25 lead.

"She ended up pinning, which was great," SantaLucia said. "She works hard."

The Senators proceeded to nail down three more first-period pins with Robbie Perschino pinning Luis
Cleves at 120 (28 seconds), Paul Deorio pinning Steven Gannon at 126 (34 seconds) and Sawyer
Machette pinning John Koletsos at 132 (1:21) to round out the scoring.

SantaLucia said he felt better following Michaela's match because that trio of juniors has more
experience against the less-experienced Norwalk grapplers.

To have a 5-2 dual-meet record at this point in the season, with a win over Norwalk, has been a
pleasant surprise to the coach.

"We're doing better this year than I had expected," SantaLucia said. "I'm pleased with our progress and
a number of the younger guys are working hard in practice and it's showing on the mat."

NOTES: Members of the Norwalk Youth Wrestling program, the Mad Bulls, wrestled exhibition bouts
prior to the McMahon-Norwalk match.
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