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WILTON -- The Norwalk High wrestling team's depth has been tested this season and several fill-ins
came up big against Wilton.

The Bears are without four starters due to injury, including one of the team's captains in Nery Ceron,
but despite all that they were able to overcome the losses and emerge with their first win of the season,
a 41-36 victory over the Warriors on Thursday at the Zeoli Fieldhouse.

"Those boys who were in the lineup that have a lot of inexperience, definitely showed a lot of heart,"
said Norwalk head coach Job Fernandez, whose team is now 1-7. "Every guy that got a 'W,' we needed
it."

Wilton (1-9) also has had its share of injuries, including to standout heavyweight Joey Fraccaroli, who
is out for the season, and it has had to juggle its lineup. The Warriors, who gave up two forfeits to one
for the Bears, had a 24-14 lead after the first seven bouts before Norwalk came back.

"Both teams really came to wrestle today," said Wilton head coach John Foldeak, who is also a teacher
at Norwalk High. "We anticipated a tough match, even though both teams have struggled. It came
down to the wire and there were a lot of tightly-contested matches. I'm proud of our efforts."

The turning point in the match came at the 195-pound weight class which pitted Norwalk's Sam
Patterson against Wilton's Kieran Reardon with the Warriors ahead 36-26.

The score was tied 2-2 after the first period and 5-5 following the second. The third period turned out
to be wild with the two wrestlers going back and forth at one another.

Reardon secured a takedown with 45 seconds on the clock to grab a 9-8 lead but Patterson was able to
get a reversal with 12 seconds left. Reardon nearly had a reversal at the buzzer but it didn't count and
Patterson escaped with a 10-9 decision to make the score 36-29 with two matches remaining, including
a forfeit by Wilton.

It was Patterson's first win of the season.

"Being a first-year wrestler, it's all about how much heart you have," Patterson said. "I just did the best
I could and every time I felt I was going to get knocked down, I kept pushing to get back up. You get
out what you put in."

Matt Baker, another first-year wrestler for the Bears, came up with a pin of Warrior Riley Kennedy in
2:21 at 220 and Bryan Garcia received a forfeit at 285 to account for the final scoring.

The match started at 106 and Norwalk's Luke Schwartz earned an 8-2 win over Quinn Reedy. Both
teams traded forfeits with Bear Matt Wasserman (113) and Warrior Joe Marino (120) receiving an easy
six points at their respective weights.
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Estevan Garcia pinned Steve Gannon in 1:17 at 126 and Eric Strazza pinned John Koletsos in 1:59 at
132 to give Wilton an 18-9 lead.

"I was pretty confident going in and I did what I could to get the pin in the first period," said Strazza,
who has a 10-5 record. "We definitely have a younger upper half of the team and from 120-160, most
of our guys are seniors. It was a really close match tonight and we almost had it."

Norwalk standout Evan Reisch improved to 11-1 on the season with a 20-3 technical fall over Brendan
Sweeney at 136 to cut the lead to 18-14.

"I was looking for a pin because I knew it was going to be a tight match (with Wilton) but I'm still glad I
was able to help the team," Reisch said.

Wilton's Andrew 'Ace' Sakamoto pinned Colton Larkin in 3:48 at 145 but Norwalk took the next two
matches with Jimmy McInerney, who has battled a knee injury, pinning Ryan Sullivan in 1:15 at 152
and Andrew Huzina pinning Kenneth Pokora in 5:26 at 160.

"Andrew, who usually wrestles 152, got a huge pin for us," Fernandez said. "Jimmy toughed through it
and took advantage of his opportunities."

Elliot Broach pinned Victor Palacios in 1:26 at 170 and Jon Luse pinned Carlos Leon in 1:59 at 182 to
give Wilton a 10-point lead going into the Patterson-Reardon bout.

Fernandez said he should have his full team back in place in the next couple of weeks but having his
youngsters get experience under their belts can only help going forward.

"Once we get those boys back, it'll be a different story," he said. "We have a lot of inexperienced
wrestlers but they've been getting their feet wet, so to speak. We'll see how it goes."

Norwalk hosts the annual Neil Godleski JV Tournament on Saturday and city rival McMahon next
Wednesday. Wilton will be at Fairfield Warde on Saturday.
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