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Mauricio Xocoy, Henry Wales, Ben Batulanon and Eric Kirchgasser represented coach Nick
Garoffolo’s Fairfield Ludlowe team at the State Open Wrestling Championships in New Haven
over the weekend.      Xavier High of Middletown won the team title with 132 points, followed by
Daniel Hand of Madison (121.5), Danbury High (118.5), New Milford High (78) and Glastonbury
High (70).

  

“I got a lot of takedowns and did a good job riding,” Xocoy said of getting through the first two
rounds unbeaten. “I was 152 last year and went to 145.”

  

Xocoy, who posted a 23-4 record in the regular season before placing fourth in Class L, met
Branford’s David Travisano in the opening round and pinned the fifth-place finisher in Class M in
1:22 on Friday.

  

Next up was Foran of Milford’s Clay Callahan, the Class M champion, and Xocoy advanced to
the quarterfinals with a 6-4 victory.

  

Johnny Bello of Conard, the Class LL runner-up, sent Xocoy to wrestlebacks with a
second-period fall on his way to placing fourth.

  

Xocoy was edged out, 9-7, in the consolation quarterfinals by Class LL third-place finisher
Anthony Cote from Danbury.

  

“I wrestled for three years, after coming out as a sophomore when my friends told me to give it a
try,” Xocoy said.

  

“I wanted to get better and worked hard with Henry [Wales], Ben Brozski and [alum] Zach
Garoffolo in the wrestling room.”
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Wales opened up the Open with a 10-1 major decision over Southington’s Class LL third-place
finisher Nathan Soloman on Friday.

  

The 126-pound senior, the Class L runner-up, met Class M champion C.J. Luth from Foran of
Milford in the quarterfinals.

  

Luth got the early takedown, and the late escape, in a first period that ended tied at 3.

  

Wales looked to switch, but Luth got the two-point tilt midway though the second stanza.

  

Wales kept working and scored a reversal with 10 seconds left, and the rivals went into the final
frame deadlocked at 5.

  

From the bottom, Luth played it safe and didn’t give Wales anything to work with.

  

Finally, with 14 seconds remaining, Luth used a reverse headlock to get the two-point switch
and stayed in place as the seconds ticked off the clock on his 7-5 victory.

  

Batulanon, a sophomore at 106 pounds and the fourth-place finisher in Class L, lost by
third-period fall to Class M champion Devon MarcAurele from Ledyard in the first round.

  

He was edged out 2-1 by Ridgefield’s Kevin Side in the consolation round.

  

Kirchgasser, a sophomore and fifth-place finisher in Class L at 113 pounds, lost an 8-6 decision
to Ledyard’s Nick Lauer, the fourth-place finisher from Class M, in the first round.
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