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RUMBULL �“ When it came to the class championships this weekend, the objective was the same no matter the tournament �“
keep winning.

Victories meant being able to continue the season by at least another week for some individuals, not to mention the chance to
take home some hardware while knowing that a top-six finish meant passage to the state opens the coming weekend.

After a long and emotion-filled day, Southington and New Britain put a combined eight wrestlers into the state’s with the Blue
Knights being represented by Tyler Mirando (106), Nate Solomon (126), Mark Jaffer (145), Zach Maxell (195) Travis Daly (285)
and the still-unbeaten Geovanni Medina (126) being joined by Golden Hurricanes teammates Rafael Gonzalez (106) and Edward
Cruz (138).

On top of that, the Canes added a state title to their list of honors as Geovanni Medina broke through a 2-2 stalemate to pin his
opponent in a bloody overtime contest.

By the numbers, the tournament, which opened with a series of early rounds on Friday afternoon, was a major undertaking as 27
schools were involved, bringing nearly 350 wrestlers who participated in about 500 matches, with 84 competitors extended their
seasons for another week, but following the simple ingredient �“ winning - by being a solid finisher in one of the 14 classes
thereby punching their ticket to the state’s in New Haven.

Top-seed Medina was one of the most impressive of the tournament has he ran roughshod through each match, winning all by
decisions leading up to the title bout by a combined 36-3 as he met No. 2 seed Cody Keane of Glastonbury.

Keane’s twin brother, Tyler, defeated Medina last year at the class meet in the 112-pound class. Medina, a third-place finisher at
the states in 2011, had never faced Cody.

Keane scored the opening points with 1:02 remaining in the opening period on a takedown as Medina had little to answer with.
Keane proved to be more aggressive as the match progressed through the second period, but Medina leveled the score with a
reversal and escape with 1:20 left in the period.

Keane dominated much of the final period and had to have medical attention to deal with a bloodied nose as the match headed to
overtime as no points were scored even with Keane pushing for a late takedown as the final seconds clicked away in the third.
Keane got more medical attention and had the blood cleaned from his face and right shoulder. The match was halted only 24
seconds into overtime as Keane needed treatment once again.

When action resumed, Medina immediately shot a single-leg takedown that he ran into a double-leg, scoring the vital points, but
ultimately pinning Keane in 6:53 for his first championship.

“It feels amazing,” said a relieved and happy Medina following a match.

Medina wins LL title, five Knights head to states - The New Britain Heral... http://www.newbritainherald.com/articles/2012/02/19/sports/doc4f407cf...

1 of 3 2/23/2012 11:41 AM



Canes coach Charles Ferguson considered Medina to be in a position to make his own breaks.

“We could see things that he couldn’t during the match,” Ferguson said. “At the last timeout, I told him to shoot the outside single
[leg takedown], that’s where he would have a problem.”

Control was the main issue, according to Medina who remains unbeaten this year at 31-0.

“We were both looking to get control and that just wasn’t happening,” he said. “I was just thinking going into the match that no
one was going to beat me and when we went into [the last part] I made sure I shot at the right time.”

Ferguson considered it all a great way to end a tiring two days.

“It was a perfect way to cap it all off,” he said. “It was good match, a really good match, a lot of mind games out there, but a good
match.”

After sending only one member of his team into the states last year, albeit as an alternative, Southington coach Derek Dion was
pleased with the numbers this year.

“I’m glad we could have two guys in the finals here today,” he said. “They really worked hard today. We saw some really good
competition at the lower weights and rally ran into some real buzz saws there.”

Minus the five who will represent the Blue Knights at the states and potentially place top six there and advance to the New
England’s in two weeks time, the season is basically done for Southington which finished 19-2 and ranked sixth in the state.

Xavier won the team title, holding off Danbury in a final head-to-head match where a Danbury pin would have sealed the victory,
but instead the Falcons came out on top with 242 points, followed by Danbury at 232. Hosts Trumbull were third with 153,
followed by South Windsor (126.5) and Southington in fifth position with 125 points. Conard (98), Glastonbury (91), Norwich Free
Academy (85), Weaver (75) and Simsbury (75) rounded out the top-10, while New Britain was 13th at 69.5 points.

Sixth-seeded Maxwell, a sophomore, will have another two years to win a class title as he tangled with No. 4 seed Jake Whalen
of Xavier in a match where much of it was spent by the two trying to open a door of opportunity.

Wrestling up a weight class, Maxwell brought speed to the equation in a category usually known for strength being utilized.
Neither appeared ready to take any shots and the opening period ended scoreless.

The second started and progressed in much the same fashion until Whalen used a quick reversal and shot a takedown, perhaps
catching Maxwell by surprise he was pinned in 3:50.

inned in 3:50 �- quick reversal and taken down after a uneventful opening period.

“I think his rib was bothering him,” Dion said of Maxwell who had been nursing a bruised rib. “Usually he just bends a guy like
that off of him when that [move] happens.”

Southington closed the day on a high note as Daly, seeded fourth, had already seen his finals opponent, sixth seed Chris
Kaljulaid of Simsbury, pinning him in the first period earlier in the year in a conference dual meet.

In what was almost a reproduction of that encounter, Daly dispatched Kaljulaid in 1:24 to win his first-ever title.

“I knew there was no way he was going to handle my headlock,” Daly said as he improved his record to 33-6. “I hurt him on the
bottom and just squeezed the heck out of him.”

Dion said that Daly was deceptive for a heavyweight.
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“He’s always tough and very aggressive,” he said. “Even in the first period, he’s going to come at you so you have to be ready.
He’s got really good feet, so size isn’t always the be all and end all.”
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