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TRUMBULL -- It was a bittersweet night for Danbury High wrestler Kevin Jack.

The sophomore 106-pounder won a thrilling match in overtime to capture the Class LL state

championship. He really didn't get to enjoy his gold medal as much as he would've liked to, however,

as Danbury finished second in the team scoring for the second straight year to Xavier.

"It was hard to wrestle well and watch the team fall," Jack said.

Xavier scored 242 points to beat Danbury by 10. The Hatters placed three wrestlers in the finals and

Jack was their only champion. Xavier had five finalists -- and all five won state championships,

including Sean Marinan, who won a 5-4 decision over Danbury's Oswaldo Garcia in the 220-pound

final to seal the Falcons' state title.

"Xavier wrestled well," Danbury coach Ricky Shook said. "There was not much we could do. We just

didn't have enough guns."

The Hatters were without the services of defending Class LL champion Dylan Bryant, the top seed at

126 who missed the entire tournament due to illness.

"We wrestled well all day except for one round, the quarterfinals, and Xavier did," Shook said.

Jack opened the finals with a thrilling overtime victory over Westhill senior Pascal Medor. The

top-seeded Jack, a sophomore who entered the finals with a 35-0 record this season, fell behind 6-3 in

the second period before rallying to tie the score at 6 and force overtime. With 25 seconds left in the

first one-minute, sudden-death overtime period, Jack scored a two-point takedown to claim the state

title with an 8-6 victory.

Danbury junior Zach Tepper took second at 120 pounds, losing by technical fall to senior Tyler Keane

of Glastonbury, 22-7 with 1:22 remaining. Keane, a defending New England champion, has won three

straight Class LL state titles.

The Hatters still had a chance to win heading into the 220-pound final, but they would've needed a

pin from Garcia to do so. Garcia fell behind 5-1 after two periods, and his rally in the third period came

up just short. He scored a two-point takedown with 12 seconds remaining to make it 5-4, but time ran

out before he could build off that takedown.

Danbury entered the finals with a 10-point lead over Xavier thanks to a valiant collective effort in the

wrestle-backs. Six Hatters won their consolation finals to place third -- Shane Jennings (138), Johnny

Garcia (152), Wesley Spears (160), Tom Gaboardi (170), William Jack (182) and Jevon Pegues (285).
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The Hatters had their streak of 14 straight Class LL state titles -- dating back to 1997 -- snapped last

year when they took second by 19 points to Xavier. This year, the Hatters had been the top-ranked

team in the state poll for just about the whole season after they won their annual Ryan Sabbagh

Holiday Tournament. The Hatters' undefeated regular season included a victory over Mount Anthony

Union of Bennington, Vt., in a battle of perennial New England powers. Danbury followed up its

perfect regular season by winning its 25th FCIAC championship in the last 26 years last week in

dominating fashion.
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