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 The Lancers are currently smack-dab in the middle of a testing seven-day stretch on the mat.

The difficult stint began last Friday with an impressive win over Branford, and took them to Danbury on Tuesday, and will
conclude on Friday with a journey to Hebron. It’s the type of stretch in which Bristol Eastern wrestling coach Bryant Lishness will
learn a lot about the type of team he has at his disposal.

After this week, the big picture will likely become just a little more clear as to whether or not this particular group of Lancers has
the ability to mirror last season’s success -- which brought with it strong tournament and dual meet performances. Eastern placed
third in the Class L State Tournament, won the CCC South Tournament title and walked away with the Southern Division’s
regular season crown a winter ago. 

“We will see six of the top 10 teams [this week] as well as Montville and Bacon Academy,” Lishness said. “The Danbury holiday
tournament is always one of the toughest events during the regular season. The RHAM Duals are also extremely difficult. It will
be a test for us. But right now, we appear to be a little deeper as a tournament team then a dual meet team, but things are
starting to fall into place.”

The Lancers placed fifth out of 15 teams at the Danbury event on Tuesday. The four who finished in front of them just so happen
to be four of the state’s premiere wrestling programs — Danbury, New Milford, Daniel Hand and Southington. Each of those four
is ranked inside the top eight of the state coaches’ poll.

Hand is first, Danbury second, New Milford sits at No. 4 and the Blue Knights are ranked eighth.

Eastern is situated at No. 9 in the poll.

It entered this week off an impressive 67-12 victory over Branford.

The Lancers received contributions from a number of grapplers in that meet, including three wins in a row by Justin Paradis,
Peyton Soucy and Rob Pedrazza to jump out to an early 16-0 lead.

They never looked back.

In just 42 seconds of the 138-pound bout, Craig Sassu won by pin. Two forfeits stretched the Eastern advantage to 35-6. Matt
Marquis (160) then followed with a pin, before Kyle Marquis put a stop to the 182-pound match 41 seconds into the second
period.

Kyle Marquis, Lishness said, has been impressive thus far.
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“Kyle has been absolutely tremendous fur us this season,” he said. “He is wrestling like an upperclassman with a lot of maturity.
Last year was his first time in the varsity lineup and he was often underweight and sometimes he struggled. But this year that
experience is paying dividends.”

Kyle Marquis won the182-pound division at the Pomperaug Invitational earlier this season.

Brett Akerly added to the Eastern romp last Friday with a decision in the 220-pound bout, and placed fourth in Danbury two days
ago.

“Brett is another wrestler we have been extremely pleased with,” Lishness said. “He is a very hard working kid who really has
grown to understand the sport. He rarely puts himself in a bad position and wrestles the entire match.”

A.J. Magual has been solid at heavyweight. Against some of the top heavyweights in the state, Mangual held his own. He came
in third overall in the Hatter’s holiday clash.

Mangual was one of three Lancers to finish third in their respective weight class on Tuesday. Paradis (113) and Matt Marquis
(160) joined him in the top three.

But Lishness knows he’ll need more of those performances in order to put the finishing touches on a good week with a strong
showing at the RHAM Duals on Friday.

“Our kids will definitely get tested,” Lishness added.

Many of his wrestlers, even in a loss, have impressed him thus far this season — in particular lightweight Cole Middleton.

“He’s a first-year kid for us, but he’s showing improvement daily,” Lishness said. “As he begins to really understand the sport, we
expect some really positive things from him. He is fun to watch because he fights for everything. There is no giving-in with him.”

The Lancers currently stand at 2-1 on the year to go along with a first-place finish in the Pomperaug tournament and the
fifth-place at the Ryan Sabbagh Tournament in Danbury.
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