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Ask any member of the Greenwich High School wrestling team how important last year's senior class

was to the continued success of the program and they'll probably echo the sentiments of co-captain

Ryan Whittle.

"I think last year's team was unique, and I think everyone in the room would agree," said Whittle, a

senior who placed fifth in the FCIAC and sixth in Class LL at 160 pounds last season. "We had a lot of

kids contending for state titles, so that group definitely set the bar high. I'm not saying we can't

accomplish the same things, but it's going to be tough."

Indeed.

Making up for the loss of six talented wrestlers, including two FCIAC champions, four FCIAC finalists

and three State Open qualifiers from a team that went 15-2 last winter, will be easier said than done.

However, with another solid group comprised of four seasoned veterans, who placed in the top-five in

the FCIAC, and a number of unheralded but talented newcomers, this year's group of Greenwich

wrestlers is poised to leave its own mark in the history books.

The Cardinals open the 2011-12 season next Thursday with a home match against Bridgeport Central.

"Greenwich sports in general are all about tradition," Whittle said. "Greenwich wrestling in particular

has always been known for being strong. I for one have no intention of letting that tradition

fade away."

Greenwich might not rack up the same amount of individual accolades as last year's team, and might

not be as stacked as the team that placed third in the FCIAC two seasons ago. But head coach George

Albano will have more balance from weight class to weight class and a solid infusion of young talent,

including a freshman class that goes 15 members deep.

Greenwich has four returning starters, eight wrestlers with varsity experience and at least one

freshman -- Alex Jarombek -- who comes in already polished with extensive experience on the

youth level.

"This season is going to be a test, not just for me but for the entire program" Albano said. "It's going to

be a challenge to maintain the tradition of excellence we've had here. We had a great season last year.

That team definitely set the bar high and I don't know if we can meet it. But these kids are going to try

like heck to get there."

AT THE HELM: Albano is in his second season as head coach. Albano took over for his older brother

A.J., who enjoyed great success during his three-year stay before being hired to coach the Brien

McMahon football team. The younger Albano was also an assistant under Joe Santa Lucia for three
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