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2011 FCIAC Wrestling Championships 

       Team Results: 

       1.  Danbury 234.5; 2. Greenwich 184; 3. Warde 176; 4. Trumbull 175.5; 5. Stamford 141; 6. 
Westhill 140; 7. Darien 98.5; 8. Ridgefield 68.5; 9. New Canaan 62.5; 10. Staples 55; 11. Wilton 
50; 12. Norwalk 32; 13. Ludlowe 28; 14. McMahon 19.5; 15. Harding 17; 16. Central 10. 

Finals: 

103 – Kevin Jack (Danbury) dec. Pascal Medor (Westhill) 11-6; 112 – Johnny D’Elia 
(Greenwich) dec. Joey Battinelli (Stamford) 3-1 (OT); 119 – Dylan Bryant (Danbury) tech. fall 
Cliff Magloire (Stamford) 15-0; 125 – Ben Pierre Saint (Stamford) pin Pharoh Eaton (Warde) 
3:35; 130 – Shane Jennings (Danbury) pin Evan Fraser (Warde) 4:47; 135 – Ben Anderson 
(Trumbull) pin James Neamonitis (Warde_ 2:49; 140 – Lars Remole (Darien) pin Tyler 
Arsenault (Danbury) 2:43; 145 – Bryan Polonia (Stamford) dec. Brian Khzouz (New Canaan) 8-
4; 152 – Nick Jimenez (Westhill) dec. Jay Cummiskey (Greenwich) 10-6; 160 – Mike Sullivan 
(Warde) pin Clay Helms (Wilton) 2:44; 171 – Travis Tiger (Ridgefield) pin Tyler Hancock 
(Danbury) 3:30; 189 – Ben Ceci (Greenwich) pin Brandon Riggins (Norwalk) 3:24; 215 – Bryan 



Barnash (Trumbull) pin Joey McGuire 1:05; 285 – Marquise Weaver-Hart (Westhill) dec. Julian 
Gendels 4-3 (OT). 

NEW CANAAN – Although it surely didn’t feel that way at the time, Danbury coach Rick 
Shook now believes that finishing second at last year’s FCIAC wrestling championships was the 
best thing that could have happened to his program. 

The perennial powerhouse Hatters trained with a purpose in the offseason, eager for the chance 
to take back the league title that escaped from their clutches for the first time in over two 
decades. 

In a two-day span, Danbury left no doubt about who the king of the FCIAC mat is this season, 
racking up 234.5 points en route to its 24th league crown in 25 years. 

Unlike last year’s event which came down to the final head-to-head match between Warde and 
Danbury, this year’s meet  was free of any such drama as the Hatters – the state’s No. 2 ranked 
team -- had already locked up the team title prior to Saturday evening’s weight class finals. 

“Last year was a hard thing to deal with,” Shook said. “But we have a young team, and without 
that to push us, I’m not sure if we’re in this position now. Really our wrestleback guys won it. 
We had 12 guys place in the top five.” 

Greenwich, which had 10 place winners, was the runner-up with 184 points, while 2010 
champion Warde finished third 176. Trumbull was right behind with 175.5, with Stamford (141) 
and Westhill (140) rounding out the top six. 

“We wrestled hard the entire weekend and it was a complete team effort to come in second,” 
Greenwich coach George Albano said. “Good teams wrestle back, and we have a tough group of 
kids who did that. I couldn’t be happier.” 

Among the individual champions were Ridgefield senior 171-pounder Travis Tiger, who won 
the Brian Wilderman Most Valuable Wrestler award for the heavy weights (145-285 weight 
classes) and Trumbull junior 135-pounder Ben Anderson, who left with the Peter Romano Most 
Valuable Wrestler plaque for the lighter weights. 

Danbury had three individual champions , including freshman Kevin Jack, who upended top-
seeded 103-pounder Pascal Medor, of Westhill, 11-6, in the finals. Also for the Hatters, Dylan 
Bryant capped a dominating run through the 119-pound division with a 15-0 technical fall of 
Stamford’s Cliff Magloire, while Shane Jennings pinned Evan Fraser, Warde’s all-time leader 
in career victories, at the 4:47 mark of their 130-pound final. 

Greenwich senior 112-pounder Johnny D’Elia, who won FCIACs at 103 pounds last season, 
edged Stamford’s Joey Battinelli 3-1 in overtime for his second league title. 

Another champion for Greenwich was senior 189-pounder Ben Ceci, who handed Norwalk’s 
Brandon Riggins – a mid-season transfer from Oklahoma – his first loss in Connecticut with a 
pin at the 3:24 mark. 



“A few of my teammates won last year and I wanted to join them on top of that podium,” Ceci 
said. “I owe everything to my dad (Mike), he spent so much time with me in wrestling and 
showed me the move I used to win this match.” 

For Warde, which placed four wrestlers in the finals, senior Mike Sullivan won his second 
straight title and upped his record to 33-0 this season with a pin of Wilton’s Clay Helms at 2:44 
of their 160-pound final. 

“It feels great to win it again,” Sullivan said. “This was the most aggressive (Helms) had been in 
our matches, but I was able to get the job done. Now I’m hoping to go undefeated at states and 
win New Englands.” 

Stamford had a pair of champions in senior Bryan Polonia, who decisioned top-seeded Brian 
Khzouz 8-4 in the finals of the 145-pound division, and junior 125-pounder Ben Pierre Saint, 
who improved  to 31-0 with a pin of second-seeded Pharoh Eaton, of Warde, at the 3:35 mark. 

“This was my goal and all the extra work paid off,” Polonia said. “I knew I was in good shape 
after the first takedown.” 

Pierre Saint felt ill both days, but still had enough in the tank to follow in the footsteps of his 
older brother Eraily, a two-time FCIAC champion. 

“Now I can tell him I did it too,” Pierre Saint said. “I was sick and barely made it out of 
yesterday, but I tried to hide it as well as I could. I was huffing and puffing, so I just had to 
wrestle smart.” 

Westhill also had two champions, including heavyweight Marquise Weaver-Hart, who earned 
an escape point three seconds into the fourth overtime for a 4-3 decision over Staples’ Julian 
Gendels in the final match of the evening. 

Sophomore Nick Jimenez also won in thrilling fashion, using a late surge to score a 10-6 
decision over Greenwich’s Jay Cummiskey in the 152-pound finals. 

“We split during the season so I knew it was going to be a tough match,” Jimenez said. “I was 
sixth last year at FCIACs, so this is a big improvement. I was trailing late, so I knew I needed a 
takedown and just went at him full speed. It feels great to win this.” 

Darien senior Lars Remole, the top seed at 140 pounds, pinned Danbury’s Tyler Arsenault at 
the 2:43 mark of the 140-pound finals, and in the fastest title bout, Trumbull 215-pounder Bryan 
Barnash pinned Greenwich’s Joey McGuire in 1:05. 

 


