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NEW CANAAN -- As Saturday's FCIAC wrestling championships neared the end, Danbury coach Ricky

Shook sat back in a front row seat -- hands on his the back of his head -- and calmly observed the final

three matches.

There were no Hatters competing.

And, at that point, Shook admits he didn't even know the official team scores.

He did know one thing, though: Order had been restored in the world of FCIAC wrestling. Danbury,

which saw a streak of 23 consecutive FCIAC championships come to an end last season, was once

again the top dog.

Quite frankly, it wasn't even close.

The Hatters statistically had the match sewn up before the finals even started as they defeated

second-place Greenwich by 50.5 points to claim their 24th league title in the past quarter-century.

"After you win 23 years in a row, everybody looks down on the team (that lost)," said Danbury junior

Tyler Hancock, the runner up at 171 pounds. "It's good to take it back. Everyone came to wrestle today

and we got a couple of upsets and here we are -- back on top."

The biggest upset, a match that Hancock called the "highlight" of the tournament, came in the

103-pound class when Danbury freshman Kevin Jack knocked off heavy favorite Pascal Medor

of Westhill.

Medor entered Saturday's league championship with a 34-1 record and was five days removed from

defeating Jack in a 5-3 decision.

"He was happy with that -- and I wasn't," Shook said. "That's when I lit him up and said `Hey, don't

be happy with that.' So, I think he's a little happier today."

Jack, an athlete who Shook "recruited" in kindergarten -- "he was friends with my daughter and I saw

him running around the gym one day," Shook said -- held a slim lead against Medor for most of the

match and walked away with an 11-6 victory.

Danbury's Dylan Bryant outscored opponents 51-5 en route to the 119-pound title while Shane

Jennings, a sophomore, came from behind to pin Fairfield Warde's Evan Fraser and secure the

130-pound championship. Hancock and Tyler Arsenault (140 pounds) were runner-ups in their

respective weight classes and Anthony Cote overcame illness ("he was throwing up all morning,"

according to Shook) to take third place at 135 pounds.

"That's all about commitment," Shook said. "That's what we didn't totally have last year and now
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we do."

Despite the win, the Hatters are still admittedly disappointed that last Saturday's dual match versus

New Milford, the No. 1 team in Connecticut, was cancelled due to inclement weather.

"I don't think (winning the FCIAC) puts as big of a stamp on it as wrestling New Milford," Hancock

said. "In this tournament, there is no New Milford. It's not beating them -- it's beating Warde, beating

Greenwich, who obviously did well, but it's not the same."

Though Danbury dominated as a team, a Ridgefield wrestler -- senior Travis Tiger -- was named the

most outstanding individual in the tournament. Tiger, the defending the 2010 FCIAC and Class LL

champion at 152 pounds, pinned Hancock in 3:30 and took home the 2011 title at 171 pounds.

"(Hancock) is a short, stocky guy and I'm kind of lanky so it was a battle of opposites," Tiger said. "I

was fortunate enough to use my length to my advantage."

Tiger, 36-1 on the season, prepares for the state tournament and a potential rematch with

Middletown's Devon Carillo, the man responsible for the one blemish on his record.

"I can't wait to get another shot," Tiger said.

TEAM SCORES

1. Danbury 234.5; 2. Greenwich 184; 3. Warde 176; 4. Trumbull 175.5; 5. Stamford 141; 6. Westhill 140;

7. Darien 98.5; 8. Ridgefield 68.5; 9. New Canaan 62.5; 10. Staples 55; 11. Wilton 50; 12. Norwalk 32;

13. Ludlowe 28; 14. McMahon 19.5; 15. Harding 17; 16. Central 15

FINALS

103: Kevin Jack (Danbury) dec. Pascal Medor (Westhill) 11-6; 112: Johnny D'Elia (Greenwich) dec.

Joey Battinelli 3-1; 119: Dylan Bryant (Danbury) tech. fall Cliff Magloire (Stamford) 15-0; 125: Ben

Pierre Saint (Stamford) pinned Pharoh Eaton (Warde) 3:35; 130: Shane Jennings (Danbury) pinned

Evan Fraser (Warde) 4:47; 135: Ben Anderson (Trumbull) pinned James Neamonitis (Warde) 2:49;

140: Lars Remole (Darien) pinned Tyler Arsenault (Danbury) 3:43; 145: Bryan Polonia (Stamford) dec.

Brian Khzouz 8-4; 152: Nick Jiminez (Westhill) dec. Jay Cummiskey (Greenwich) 10-6; 160: Mike

Sullivan (Warde) pinned Clay Helms (Wilton) 3:16; 171: Travis Tiger (Ridgefield) pinned Tyler

Hancock (Danbury) 3:30; 189: Ben Ceci (Greenwich) pinned Brandon Riggins (Norwalk) 3:24; 215:

Bryan Barnash (Trumbull) pinned Joey McGuire (Greenwich) 1:05; 285: Marquise Weaver-Hart

(Westhill) dec. Julian Gendels (Staples) 4-3.
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