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For the past two weeks, a championship mentality has been brewing in the gymnasium at Danbury High

School.

The Danbury Hatters wrestling team has been crowned state champions every year dating back to 1997, and

they don't plan on changing that tradition any time soon.

"Our goal every year is the same," said Head Coach Ricky Shook.  "Win a state championship."

If Shook wants his squad to do that, he'll be looking at young wrestlers to step into leadership roles and drive

the team to victory.

"We're real young this year," explained Shook.  "We've only got two seniors out of our 50 kids, but 42 of those

have been wrestling three-plus years, so we'll be in good shape."

With such a high number of wrestlers on the roster, Shook explained that there are about four weight classes

that will be contested by two or more wrestlers.  This competition, he said, should breed excellence.

At least one weight class is just about set in stone, though.  Junior and team captain Dylan Bryant, who has

placed at the state open tournaments twice, will wrestle at the 119-pound slot. 

Aside from beating New Milford High School, who defeated the Hatters last season, Bryant outlined some of his personal goals for this year.  "I want to top

everything I did last year.  Win FCIAC's, and LL's, hopefully I'll be a state open champ," said Bryant.  "And hopefully place or even win New Englands this year."

Shook is anticipating some of Danbury's more notable matches and meets coming up this season.  "We've got Xavier early, and our holiday tournament just around

the bend.  Those are two big ones for us." 

In terms of dual meets, Shook said that the team is very eager to wrestle against rival school Mt. Anthony, who hails from Vermont.  How did an out-of-state team

become a bitter rival for the Hatters?

"Well, besides New Milford, who we lost to last year, they're the only team to really beat us in the past 10 years," explained Shook.  "They hold the national record for

the most consecutive state championships."

Along with assistant coaches Matt Laskowski and Abi Scudder, Shook will be looking to coach these young Hatters to a 14th consecutive state title.  Their journey

starts this Thursday, with a home matchup against New Canaan High School at 4 p.m.

Interested in a follow-up to this article?

SEE NEXT IN SPORTS
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Hatters Take it to the Mats
A wrestling dynasty is alive and well at Danbury High School, where the Hatters look to win their 14th consecutive state championship this season.

By Steven Glykokokalos December 14, 2010
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