
 

 As a state, CT put a total of 16 wrestlers on
the podium at the 2010 New England
Championships, including three finalists and
two champions. Danbury was the top-
finishing CT team, coming in sixth place with
50.5 points.

Timberlane (NH) repeated as team champs,
racking up 89 points. Burlington (MA) and
Cumberland (RI) rounded out the top three,
scoring 75.5 and 69 points, respectively.
Middletown was the only other CT team to
finish in the top 20, finishing the day with two
medal-winners and 36 points.

CT's two individual titles were won by
Danbury's Charlie Costanzo (119) and
Shelton's Pat Gillen (215). Gillen remained
undefeated at 42-0, while Costanzo improved
to 35-1, his lone loss coming in the Eastern
States Classic (NY) final.

Costanzo won his first two bouts of the
tournament by fall, each in the first period. In

 his semifinal match against Shoneil Lariviere
of Cumberland, Costanzo won on a takedown
in OT to earn his third New England finals
berth.

The Hatter controlled the finals match and
took a 5-1 victory over New Bedford's (MA)
Corey Melo. Costanzo finishes his illustrious
career as a four-time Open finalist, three-
time Open champ, three-time New England
finalist and two-time New England champ.

Gillen made his first appearance on the New
England podium a good one as he too stood
on top. He shut out his competition, pinning
his first opponent in 35 seconds, and blanking
his next three opponents en route to the title.

He picked up a 5-0 win over Andrew
Companeschi of Shawsheen (MA) in the
quarters and a 9-0 win over Steven Dwight of
Manchester Memorial (NH) in the semis. In the
finals, Gillen defeated Reading's (MA) James
Collins, 7-0.

CT's third finalist was Bristol Eastern's
Andrew Chase at 103. Chase reached the
finals with a 2-0 win over North Providence's
(RI) Mike Murphy. He fell in the finals to
Timberlane's Zach Bridson, 18-5.

Bridson also defeated New Milford's Conor
Kirkegard, 8-4 in the quarterfinals. Kirkegard
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 rebounded with three wins, including a 7-1
victory over Glastonbury's Cody Keane, to
reach the third-place match, where he fell to
Lowell's (MA) Andrew Gauthier, 6-4 in
overtime, to finish fourth.

Middletown's Victor Ekpenyong (112)
defeated all three of the other CT wrestlers
en route his fourth-place finish. After being
knocked to consolation, Ekpenyong
eliminated Danbury's Brian Jennings and
Glastonbury's Tyler Keane.

He met East Lyme's Ross Spencer in the
consolation semis. Ekpenyong pinned Spencer,
then dropped his final match to Shaidai
Lariviere of Cumberland, 6-2. Spencer
finished sixth.

After dropping his first-round match, the
road ahead seemed long and difficult for
Windham's Miguel Calixto (125). But the
Whippet freshman won six straight matches
to finish third, defeating Cumberland's Jaron
Parent 7-1 for the bronze medal.

Sheehan's Nick Giulietti (140) reached the
semifinals but fell to eventual champ Jordan
Michelson of Needham (MA), 3-2. Giulietti
finished fourth, as did South Windsor's Jake
O'dell (145).

Bethel's Andrew Ford and New Fairfield's

 Jesse Broderick met for the fifth time this
season, but the result was anticlimactic as
Ford had to injury default, and fell to sixth
place. Broderick finished fourth, dropping a
5-2 decision to Longmeadow's (MA) Dmitriy
Donskoy in the consolation finals.

CT put two more on the podium at 160, as
Amity's Alex Carpenter finished fourth and
Montville's Dustin Wilcox finished sixth.
MIddletown claimed its second top-six finish
at 171 in Devon Carrillo, who made the
championship semis and finished fourth.

Like Ford and Broderick, Waterford's Shane
Battista and Bacon's Aren Norman (189) seem t
o meet at every turn. Prior to New Englands,
they faced each other three times; in a dual
meet and in the ECC- and Class M finals.

They continued their season series in this
weekend's opening round, a match Battista
won, 3-1. The two briefly went their separate
ways in the tournament, only to meet up
again in the fifth-place match, which Battista
again took 3-1.

Complete brackets and team scores from the
tournament can be found on the New England
Council webpage. In-depth coverage of the
tournament can be found at CT Wrestling
Online.
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