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With 10 of the 14 weight classes well-represented with Greenwich High School grapplers, the wrestling team finished
third place during Saturday’s Fairfield County Interscholastic Athletic Conference championships.

With 158 points, two wrestlers winning the FCIAC championship and another taking the silver in their respective weight
classes, Big Red finished a highly respectable third place overall. Stamford High School placed fourth overall with 118
points, while New Canaan took fifth overall with 115 points.

“The kids wrestled great,” Greenwich head coach A.J. Albano said. “Third place was our goal. We knew we had to
battle some tough teams like New Canaan and Stamford. We lost to New Canaan and won a close one to Stamford
earlier in the season, so we knew those two were going to be tough. Our kids did a great job. To put three kids in the
finals and have two champions is awesome. I couldn’t be prouder of the kids.”

For the first time in 23 seasons, a team other than Danbury High School finished as FCIAC champs. With a 5-3 decision
victory in the 215-pound weight class, the Fairfield Warde High School wrestling team upended the Hatters with 260.5
points. Danbury placed second overall with 252.5 points.

“There were some times where you thought they would never lose,” Albano said. “The kids and coaches at Warde have
done a great job and you knew they were closing the gap. Hats off to them because this is the news that’s heard
around the state. You have to have a lot of respect for what that program has done.”

The Cardinals had three grapplers in the championship match and leading the charge was No. 2-seeded Johnny D’Ella,
a junior, in the lightweight division.

D’Ella, who beat Ridgefield’s Joe Voves 13-2 and Stamford’s Joey Batinelli 4-1 in the semis, started the championship
meet in the 103-pound weight class by wrestling top-seeded Dylan Bryant from Danbury. After D’Ella came out early
with a 2-0 lead via takedown, Bryant took a 3-2 lead after one period and 5-2 advantage after two periods. With only
two minutes left in his bout, D’Ella scored back-to-back nearfalls and came away with the stunning 8-5 victory.

“This feels great because this is what I worked for all season,” D’Ella said. “I didn’t work hard and go to practice every
day to come up short. I just went out there to win and did what I had to do to get that decision. There were six or
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seven good wreslters at 103, so I knew this wouldn’t be a walk in the park.”

“Johnny was amazing to watch,” Albano said. “To wrestle a whole six minutes is great and it’s something we talked
about all week and at every practice. Johnny was up 2-0 and down 5-2 going into the third period and to get two turns
in a minute was amazing. There was a lot of toughness and a lot of heart right there.”

Not to be outdone was fellow junior David Laborda. As the top seed in the 140-pound weight class, Laborda beat
Trumbull’s Brett Deluca 17-1 and then pinned Danbury’s Ryan Peterson at the 1:24 mark in the semifinals. His battle in
the championship match against New Canaan’s Brian Khzouz was an epic three overtime thriller.

After Khzouz took a 2-1 lead, Laborda came back in the second period
and picked up an escape point. Midway through the third period,
Khzouz scored an escape to stretch out the lead to 3-1; however, with
time running out, Laborda was able to net a 2-point takedown to force
overtime.

“David’s match was a tough one,” Albano said. “It was evenly matched
and for him to battle back was great to see. He got close to getting a
couple of takedowns and the other guy had the same thing. There were
moments where David was down and out, but so was the other kid
sometimes.”

In the second overtime, the New Canaan wrestler picked up a key
escape, but with five seconds left in the match, Laborda scored an
escape of his own to extend the match to a third overtime.

In the third overtime, Laborda was able to say on top of his opponent
as the final buzzer sounded and was awarded the 5-4 decision.

“It went to triple overtime and that kid chose down, so it was either
get out or David rode him and David showed a lot of heart and
toughness to ride him out the last 30 seconds.”

“This is great and I worked really hard all year for this,” Laborda said.
“I knew he was going to be a tough competitor, so I just wanted to stay calm and relaxed and I wanted to conserve
my energy. It worked for me. After I got the escape to go to a third overtime, I wasn’t scared when he chose bottom
because all season I have been amazing on top. I pulled through just when I needed it. I’m really happy right now.”

Greenwich’s final competitor in the finals was freshman Montel Williams in the 189-pound weight class. The No.
2-seeded Cardinal started his quest for the championship by beating Central’s Edwin Villa via pinfall at the 29-second
mark. Against Danbury’s Eddie Garcia, William came away with the easy 11-3 win and then pinned Staples’ Chris
Giunta at the 3:50 mark in the semis.

However, against top-seeded Cosmo Iadanza from Westhill, Williams was shut down and was unable to get any
offense going. Iadanza scored an escape in the final period and came away with the 1-0 victory.

Greenwich also had stellar performances from other grapplers, including senior co-captains Dan Maxwell and Victor
Cerio.

In the 125-pound weight class, Maxwell was the fourth seed and finished the event fourth overall. He started his run by
beating Staples’ Justin Jones via pinfall at the 1:06 mark. Against Stamford’s Marland Robinson, Maxwell won with a
6-0 decision. However, against fifth-seeded Joe Nocco of McMahon, Maxwell was pinned at the 3:22 mark.

Despite the loss, Maxwell came out in the wrestlebacks and beat Trumbull’s Dave Barbar 4-1 before falling to
Norwalk’s Fred Reisch in the third-place match.

“I went out there and did what I needed to do,” Maxwell said. “It was a tough weight class this year and the top five
guys in the weight class were all seniors. There was a lot of competition there. As a team we got third and that’s a
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wonderful way to go out as a senior. I’m really happy with that. It was a strong day for Greenwich and I am proud of
all the kids, especially the three finalists.”

In the 130-pound weight class, fellow co-captain Victor Cerio entered as the No. 5 seed and finished fourth overall,
losing to Danbury’ Shane Jennings via pinfall in the third-place match. Cerio started the tournament by falling to
Jennings via pinfall, but came back strong in the wrestlebacks. He beat New Canaan’s Scott Levene 3-1 in overall and
then Westhill’s Cris Chapparro 8-4 to set up a rematch with Jennings in the third-place match.

“I thought we had a very good performance,” Cerio said. “I am very proud of this team. We had a lot of finalists and
won two of the three matches. We all wrestled with a lot of heart and did a great job cheering each other on. We all
helped each other out and it was great to see.”

“Both my captains came in fourth in very tough weight classes,” Albano said. “All those kids aren’t going to be at class
LLs, so that will be good for them. They have been great leaders for the team all year and they are a big reason that
we are in third place here.”

Jay Cummiskey also finished fourth overall for Big Red. In the 145-pound weight class, he beat Darien’s Tyler Corcoran
17-1 before losing to Stamford’s Bryan Polonia 11-0. In wrestlebacks, Cummiskey beat Danbury’s Kyle Westerfield via
pinfall at the 2:44 mark before losing to Trumbull’s Matt DiMartino in the third-place match.

In the heavyweight division, Kyle Cammacho finished fourth overall. The No. 6-seeded Cammacho beat Stamford’s
Mark Johnson via pinfall at the 1:36 mark and pinned Trumbull’s Steve Bushnell in 30 seconds in his first wrestleback
match. In his second wrestleback match, it took a little longer, 47 seconds, but he ended up pinning Harding’s Xavier
Contreraras.

In the 135-pound weight class, Mat Gray placed sixth overall, picking up wins against Trumbull’s Dave Briganti with
pinfall at the 1:16 mark and against Darien’s Justin Marks with a 3-1 decision. Also finishing sixth overall was Ryan
Whittle in the 152-pound weight class, beating Staples’ Andrew Washington 12-10 and Warde’s Thomas Anania along
the way. Another sixth-place finisher was Joey McGuire at 215. He beat Trumbull’s Bryan Barnash 4-3.

And if you expect this to be a one-and-done type of season for Big Red, think again. Out of the 10 athletes that placed
at FCIACs, all but two were either juniors or sophomores.

“We’re going in the right direction with this program,” Albano said. “We had a great tournament and it looks great for
next year, but we’re not done here this year. We have a lot of kids that have aspirations of going to the state open and
that’s where our sights are headed. We’re going to enjoy this tonight, but Monday we’re back at work getting ready for
class LLs.”

The class LL tournament gets under way tomorrow when the Cardinals travel up to Shelton High School at 4:30.

“The class LL tournament will be just as tough,” D’Ella said. “There are like 12 wrestlers in my weight class that are
strong, but I am very motivated right now. This gives me a lot of momentum heading into the class LL meet.”
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